
1 

ISLE OF WIGHT GARDENS TRUST 

SPRING NEWSLETTER 2019 



2 

ISLE OF WIGHT GARDENS TRUST 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation No. 1165283 

Member of the Gardens Trust 

Committee of Management (Trustees) 2018-2019 

John Brownscombe (Chairman), Moira Sibley (Secretary),  

Tim Woodcock (Treasurer), Vicky Basford (Research),  

Pamela England (Membership), Susan Dobbs, Patsy Thompson, 

John Harrison, and Susie Wright. 

 

Newsletter and Website Editor 

John Brownscombe 

Conservation Committee 

Vicky Basford, John Brownscombe and James Harrison 

 

Registered address 

Northcourt, Shorwell, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 3JG 

Website  

www.iowgardenstrust.co.uk 

 

Contacts 

Events: please email events @iowgardenstrust.co.uk 

Membership: please email membership@iowgardenstrust.co.uk or tele-

phone 01983 752194 

For any other enquiries, please email contact@iowgardenstrust.co.uk or                                        

telephone 01983 612132 or 01983 865662 

 

 



3 

Subscription Reminder  

Membership subscriptions will be due from April 1st for 
2019/20.  If you have recently joined us (since Jan 1st 2019) as 
a new member you will automatically be considered to be a 
member for 2019/20 and will not need to pay again until April 
2020. 

Subscriptions rates are as follows: 
      Annual   Life 
Individual     £10.00  £100.00 
Joint      £15.00  £150.00 
Student        Free whilst studying 

If you are a tax payer please help us to make your subscription 
go further by allowing us to claim Gift Aid on your behalf. Contact 
us for more information.   

Please could I urge you to consider changing from annual 
payment by cash/cheque to standing order.  This is significantly 
easier for us and hopefully also for you.   

If you already pay by standing order, please may we ask you to 
check that this is for the correct subscription rate and has our 
correct bank details as some payments are still going to our 
former bank account which we are keen to close.  These are the 
correct details:   

Isle of Wight Gardens Trust—CIO 

Lloyds Bank Plc, 22 St Thomas’ Square, Newport, Isle of Wight.  
PO30 1SQ. 

Sort Code: 30-95-99       Account Number: 45468560 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact us 
on membership@iowgardenstrust.co.uk 
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Chairman’s Foreword 

Dear Members, 

2019 marks the 30th anniversary of the Isle of Wight Gardens 

Trust.  In 1989 a small group of people who were concerned about 

the parks, gardens and designed landscapes of the island came 

together to discuss how best to ensure their future.    

Since then a lot of dedicated work by volunteers, supported by 

membership subscriptions, has allowed us to play a major part in 

creating a detailed understanding and record of many sites across 

the county.  Some of these had already been lost to development 

by 1989 and some have changed between then and now.  Nine 

sites have been nationally recognised for their importance through 

their registration on Historic England’s National Heritage List.  A 

further twenty eight sites are recognised as being locally important 

and are included on the Isle of Wight Council’s Local List.  Policies 

are now in place recognising the importance of parks, gardens and 

designed landscapes and the need for careful consideration of any 

proposals for change to ensure what makes them special and 

important is retained. 

Today, we are a Charitable Incorporated Organisation with a 

membership of nearly 200 and along with our nine Trustees we 

have a small number of volunteers helping us to further our cause. 

Testament to their commitment and hopefully our value as an 

organisation, we have a number of current and past Trustees and 

members who have supported us since the beginning.  I would like 

to express my sincere thanks to them and to all of you as our 

members as we would not be able to achieve all that we do 

without your continuing support. 

You will have seen that we have taken this opportunity to refresh 

our logo which was originally designed for us by Steve Lambert 

and our thanks are given to him for the long service that it has 

given us.  I hope that our new version will serve us well equally 

well for many years to come. 

We are also marking our 30th year with a new free membership 

category for students of horticulture, garden design or garden 

history whilst they are actively engaged in formal study (being 

enrolled on a formal course of study).  On completion we hope 
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they will choose to become members.  If you know anyone who 

may benefit from this please let them know and ask them to 

contact us for further details. 

In hope that you enjoy reading our articles in this newsletter and 

may be able to join us at the study days, talks and events that we 

have planned for the rest of the year.   

As I write this I look out into my rather neglected garden which is 

being lashed by rain and battered by high winds as storm Erik 

passes over the island.  I for one am impatient for the warmer and 

hopefully more clement weather of an island spring and to see my 

small plot one again burst into life after its winter slumber; 

knowing that this will also require me to pay it the attention that it 

deserves. 

With best wishes 

John 

John Brownscombe   Chairman, Isle of Wight Gardens Trust 

Christmas lunch at Albert Cottage Hotel, East Cowes.   

Saturday December 1st 2018 

Albert Cottage was the perfect venue for our 2018 Christmas 

lunch.  The ‘cottage’ called a cottage no doubt by someone who 

lives in a palace, is thought to have been built in 1840 and 

designed by Thomas Cubitt.  It was later purchased by Prince 

Albert to be part of a botanical garden development in the Osborne 

House Estate.  But having so many relatives resulted in Albert 

Cottage and Osborne Cottage being used as guest houses for 

visitors.  Eventually, it was decided that it would be much more 

practical for guests and staff to remain dry and warm when 

travelling between the two adjacent cottages, so a corridor was 

built in 1899. 

Lunch was served in a purpose built modern extension.  So as 

guests, we arrived through the front door of Albert Cottage and 

were directed through the hall and along the 1899 corridor to the 

dining room.  The whole place had been beautifully and tastefully 

decorated for Christmas and so created the right atmosphere for 
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our festive lunch.  The staff were extremely courteous and helpful, 

and everywhere looked lovely, but, sadly, in my opinion, the 

quality of the meal was under par and didn’t fulfil its reputation. 

However, it was great to be with friends and remember the events 

of the last year. 

We have a good and varied selection of talks and visits arranged in 

2019 and we look forward to enjoying these with you.      

Patsy Thompson 
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Tuesday 26th March 2019  10.00am 

Kate Harwood joins us again to continue our exploration of garden 

history taking us into the 20th century.  Those who have attended 

for one of Kate’s previous talks will know how knowledgeable she 

is as an experienced lecturer in garden history, planning and 

conservation.  As always, her illustrated talk promises to be both 

informative and entertaining.     

10.00am     Refreshments served 

10.30am      ‘The Many Faces of the Arts and Crafts Garden’ 

11.15am      Short break 

11.30am       ‘Recreating Utopia: Garden Cities’ 

12.30pm       Break for lunch 

2.00pm         Guided walk around Ventnor Botanic Garden 

 

Ventnor Botanic Gardens, Undercliff Drive, Ventnor.    

£25.00 to include lunch and tea/coffee 

 

Tuesday 14th May 2019  10am 

Study Day with County Archivist Richard Smout 

‘Co-operation and commerce: allotments, nurseries, market 

gardens and tea gardens.’ 

This study day will look at the archive sources relating to 

commercial gardens and allotments. In the process we may gain 

insights into private gardens, and attitudes to horticulture on the 

Island. Allotments, in particular, are caught up in the social and 

political history of the country. Wars post-date the allotment 

movement but gave it significant impetus. As well as a talk, those 

attending will be able to study the topic through a set of handouts 

which illustrate some of the themes that are identified. 

 Garlic Farm, Mersley Lane, Newchurch. 

£25.00 to include lunch tea/coffee 
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Sunday May 19th 2019 

Parks and Gardens of Victorian Ryde  

Isle of Wight Walking Festival 2019 

A two hour guided walk led by Mike Dawson to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of Queen Victoria  in 1819. 

Meet at St Thomas Street Lower Car Park, Ryde, PO33 2DL (SZ 
593929) at 2pm. 

A circular walk at easy pace on pavements.  A donation is 
requested to the Isle of Wight Gardens Trust.  

For further details please contact walk leader Mike Dawson:    

email:  mike.dawson@mcrobie.org.uk  phone :   07794173865  

 

 

Wednesday June 19th 2019 

 

Annual General Meeting  

1.30pm Wilberforce Hall, Main Road, Brighstone 

To be followed by a guided tour of the National Trust’s Mottistone 
Manor Garden by  Head Gardener Robert Moore at 3pm (free to 
National Trust members £6.40 non members). 

 

Meet at the Three Bishops from 12pm onwards for a light lunch 
before the meeting (payable locally).  

 

Apologies and confirmation of attendance to Moira Sibley. 
Email:moira.iwgt@outlook.com or call 01983 874512 or Patsy 
Thompson patsythom@gmail.com or call 01983 873370.  Once 
again it will greatly help us to have an idea of the number of 
attendees so please let us know if you can come and if you would 
like to visit Mottistone afterwards. 

mailto:mike.dawson@mcrobie.org.uk
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September 2019 

 

Autumn Mainland Garden Visit 

We hope to have a private visit to the beautiful gardens of  

Gravetye Manor  in West Sussex  and possibly Standen House a 

National Trust garden close by.   

Gravetye Manor has 35 acres of beautiful grounds originally 

created by William Robinson in 1885.  The gardens include 

meadows, a lake, formal flower gardens, a large kitchen garden, 

orchards and a number of walks.  Robinson started life in Ireland 

in the poverty of the potato famine when, at an early age, he 

trained as a garden boy.  By the 1860s he had moved to London to 

work on the new botanic gardens in Regents Park where he started 

his career as a garden writer with influential publications such as 

‘The Wild Garden’ and ‘The English Flower Garden’.  After years of 

neglect 2010 saw the start of an extensive garden restoration 

project. 

If you would be interested in this day trip (we will hire a bus/coach 
on the mainland to take us and bring us back for our Solent 
crossing), please let us know .  More details will then be provided 
once we have set a date and organised an itinerary. 

Contact Patsy Thompson to express your interest.   

Email: patsythom@gmail.com or  call 01983 873370 

1891 Sketch by W.E.Norton from ‘The English Flower Garden’ - The wild garden 

view in Moat Mead, Gravetye Manor with poets narcissus in bloom in early summer 

planted five years. 
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An Isle of Wight Gardens Trust two-hour guided walk on  

Sunday 19 May 2019 

Part of the Isle of Wight Walking Festival 2019 this walk marks the 
200th anniversary of the birth of Queen Victoria on 24 May 1819. 
Victoria visited Ryde on a number of occasions both before and 
after she and Albert purchased Osborne in 1845. The walk will 
partly follow her 1864 route, when she toured the town’s many 
fine houses and gardens. On this occasion she especially wanted to 
visit Westfield Park, whose entrance arch boasts the stag which 
she had admired at the Great Exhibition of 1851.  

The walk will demonstrate the rapid growth of Ryde in the 
Victorian period and the way that gardens, parks and open spaces 
were an integral part of this development.  In the 17th century 
Ryde had consisted of two small settlements: the fishing village of 
Lower Ryde and the hilltop farming community of Upper Ryde. 
With the growth in its popularity as a seaside resort for holidays, 
residence and retirement fashionable villas with seaward views and 
large gardens began to be built in the surrounding area. Starting in 
1780 William Player, the main landowner in the town, laid out what 
is now Union Street to link the two villages. The first pier was built 
in 1814 and regular steam ferries to Portsmouth operated from 
1825. The population grew rapidly from c. 600 in 1800 to c. 7,000 
by 1850 and c. 12,000 by 1890.  

The walk will also explore the building in this period of a number of 
important large-scale urban developments, unique in the Isle of 
Wight, such as Sydney and Brigstocke Terraces, Vernon Square 
and St. John’s Park, where splendid houses were complemented by 
elaborate private gardens and grounds. As Ryde became more and 
more popular for day-visitors and holidays substantial open spaces 
were developed for public use notably surrounding the pier, the 
seafront Esplanade and boating lake.  

This will be a circular walk at easy pace on pavements. A donation 
is requested to the Isle of Wight Gardens Trust. 

For further details please contact walk leader Mike Dawson:    

email:   mike.dawson@mcrobie.org.uk  phone :   07794173865 

mailto:mike.dawson@mcrobie.org.uk
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Regeneration of Ryde Esplanade 

The IWGT guided walk on the 19th May will particularly focus on Ryde 
Esplanade. Originally this coast had a low sandy shore on which boats 
were beached. The first buildings were built on the shoreline. The IWGT 
guided walk last year featured one of the most extraordinary buildings 
along the original shoreline – Humphry Repton’s marina built by 1808 - 
positioned where now is the Duck restaurant.  

 

The first quarter mile of the Esplanade, east from the pier, was laid out in 
the 1850s mainly in front of already existing buildings. This was some 40 
years after the building of the first pier. The Esplanade was extended east 
to Appley in 1880 and the Western Esplanade was created in the 1890s. 
Much land was reclaimed from the Solent, north of the Esplanade, on 
which were built gardens with elaborate flower beds, bandstands, the 
listed Pavilion, the ice rink, swimming pool and boating lake. The rest of 
this hugely important part of Ryde now consists of what Pevsner calls ‘a 
hotchpotch of buildings and spaces’ including considerable areas devoted 
to car parking.  
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The area of the Esplanade gets an especial focus in the draft Ryde 
Area Action Plan, part of the new draft Island Plan. The Isle of 
Wight Chamber of Commerce put forward many interesting ideas 
about the possible redevelopment of the whole of the Ryde 
waterfront in its 2015 Vision document. The new draft island Plan 
picks up some of these ideas. It refers to this part of Ryde as the 
‘gateway to the Island’. It recognises that there are considerable 
opportunities to develop the area and regenerate it for tourism, 
leisure and retail, while creating ‘a vibrant and attractive 
environment that, through a green corridor, links the Western and 
Eastern Gardens’. Needless to say the Gardens Trust will be 
following the progress of this vision with considerable interest! 

Mike Dawson 
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Winter Sun 

January 2018 we had no boiler or bathroom at Salterns so Noel 
and I escaped to South Africa for two weeks. I had had my deposit 
returned from the bankrupted  cruise company so I asked a the 
brilliant young Original Travel to sort out a GARDEN based holiday. 
(no Golf!) Excellent! We explored three wonderful areas. 

Cape Town 

Photo 1: We stayed 4 nights at Ellerman House now a small hotel 
and art gallery on the slopes of the Lion Head .The Garden and 
pool overlook the Atlantic at Bantry Bay 

Photo 2: The cloud round Table Mountain cleared the next day so 
we could take the cable car to the top and enjoy the view. 
Including Robben Island.  In spite of the severe drought Protea 
(the national flower) grew from the smallest crevices. 

Photo 3: I spent a day at the Kirstenbosch Botanical garden  
founded 1913 and a UNESCO World Heritage site. Set on the 
eastern slopes of Table Mountain it has its own plentiful natural  
water supply. Eucomis are huge. 

Photo 4: Colourful houses were originally built in Bo Kaap by the 
Cape Malay Community 

Photo 5:   1950-91 Races were classified and denied citizens rights 
on a sliding scale. Families were split. Our driver was happy to 
pose on a Whites Only bench outside the Court house. 
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The Winelands and Babylonstoren 

Photo 6:  We stayed at Babylonstoren a traditional Dutch 
farmstead surrounded by 600 acres of restored gardens orchards 
and vineyards. Food came straight from the farm at their superb 
restaurant Babel or we could pick our own to have in our little 
white cottage with local wine and cheese 

Photo 7: Breakfast 

Photo 8:  Could Noel be a Dutch Farmer? 

Photo 9: Wine with a backdrop of the Hottentot Hills 

Photo 10: Salad Crop at the Delaire Graff Estate 

We also visited the historic towns of Huguenot Franschhoek and 
Dutch  Stellenbosch and joined a wine tasting at a friends vineyard. 
To enable this estate they had built a replica white Huguenot 
chapel for weddings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grootbos Foundation 

We drove east along the incredible coastal road to a private nature 
reserve on the Whale coast overlooking Walkers Bay. The Grootbos 
Foundation has the eco friendly objective to conserve the nature 
over its 4,000  acre site. We learnt how the ancient Milkwood 
forests are being rehabilitated and how the Fynbos depends on fire 
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to survive  They employ Green Future graduates and visitors 
staying at the lodge contribute to the cost 

Photo 11:  Christoff our guide demonstrates the sticky milkwood 
sap 

Photo 12:  Bath with view 

Photo  13: We drove up the hills in a 4x4  at a distance they looked 
like plain green bushes. Closer examination revealed the most 
exotic flowers 

Photo 14: the final view over the Fynbos, 

Photo 15: Christoff gathered a posy for my hat 

 

 

It was strange to drive back over the mountain range to the hot 
drought  city of Cape Town. In the southern part of Africa there is 
so much variety. The plumbers at Salterns were interesting in a 
different way! 

Susan Dobbs January a year later 2019 
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Norris Castle Workshop 

On 18th October Trustees of the Isle of Wight Gardens Trust 
attended an event at Barton Manor entitled ‘Understanding the 
Significance of Norris Castle and its landscape: a workshop’. This 
event was organised by Historic England in collaboration with 
IWGT in advance of an expected planning application for the Grade 
I listed building and its Grade I registered designed landscape. 
Planning proposals also affect the adjacent locally listed parkland 
at Springhill.  

Representatives from national and local stakeholder groups were 
welcomed to the workshop by Sir John Hobart, Isle of Wight 
Council Cabinet Member for Environment and Heritage. Tom Foxall, 
Principal Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas, spoke on the 
role of Historic England.  Various speakers then placed Norris in its 
historical context. Matilda Harden of the Georgian Group described 
the changing society of England at the end of the 18th century. 
John Goodall, Architectural Editor of Country Life, discussed the 
Regency Castle. He compared the setting of Norris to that of Mount 
Edgcumbe in Cornwall and characterised James Wyatt, the 
architect of Norris, as a rival and emulator of Robert Adam. 
Commencing his career as a neo-classicist, Wyatt started to 
develop Gothic architecture as a national style appropriate to 
Britain. However, Norris is not a conventionally Gothic building but 
seems to be a bridge between the ‘head and heart, Classical and 
Romantic’ – a relatively small and playful creation. An accident of 
history – the purchase of the adjacent Osborne estate by Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert – means that there is a danger of Norris 
being eclipsed by Osborne. John Goodall felt that the key feature 
of Norris is its settings – views out to sea and views from the sea. 
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It offers a landscape distinct from that of Osborne.  

Kay Richardson, Heritage at Risk Landscape Architect with Historic 
England spoke on the Picturesque Influence in the Norris 
landscape. She emphasised that the Picturesque style is all about 
the setting – the architecture is subordinate. Norris had a typically 
Picturesque ‘rough’ and ‘shaggy’ character which contrasted with 
the Regency landscape park at Osborne but also with the ‘more 
manicured and polished’ form of Gothic at John Nash’s home of 
East Cowes Castle. She also emphasised the importance of the 
Grade I listed model farm and walled garden, the only other Grade 
I listed farmhouse in England being near Bath. 

After coffee, Tom Foxall spoke on ‘understanding and expressing 
the significance of heritage assets’. Historic England has specific 
criteria for assessing significance which are set out in its 
publication ‘Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance’. 
Significance can be ‘evidential’ (the potential of a place to yield 
evidence about past human activity), ‘historical’ (illustrative or 
associative – the ways in which a place connects past people, 
events and aspects of life to the present), ‘aesthetic’ (sensory or 
intellectual stimulation derived from a place) or ‘communal’ (the 
meanings of a place for people in their collective experience or 
memory). Individual places can have significance in more than one 
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category. Isle of Wight and mainland sites were used to illustrate 
the various categories of significance.  

 

 

Marion Brinton (Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas, Historic 
England South East) spoke on ‘the current issues facing Norris 
Castle’. The condition of the principal building is poor and it is 
deteriorating rapidly. The landscape also needs repair and 
restoration but its condition is perhaps not as critical as the house. 
There is a major issue as to whether or not the sea wall should be 
repaired. Since Norris Castle was sold in 2015 Historic England has 
had pre-application discussions with the new owners, has 
undertaken a review of significance and upgraded the registered 
landscape, encouraged urgent works (working with the Isle of 
Wight Council), undertaken photography to capture the ‘spirit of 
place’ and to illustrate the landscape, undertaken local 
engagement and commissioned Savills to carry out an options 
appraisal on the principle of enabling development at Norris. 
Historic England considered the Developer’s Master Plan (published 
in March 2018) ‘quite challenging’. The masterplan was a 
commercial proposal so needed to be interrogated in terms of 
financial viability. The development was predicated on enabling 
development to fund ongoing repairs and maintenance. Historic 
England sets out certain ‘tests’ for enabling development. There 
must be a ‘conservation deficit’ and enabling development can only 
be admissible as a last resort and means of restoring property for 
the long term. The value of solving the conservation deficit must 
outweigh other conflicting policy considerations. 

Before lunch there were brief statements from stakeholders 
explaining their role and interest in Norris. Speakers included the 
Georgian Group, the Gardens Trust, the Isle of Wight Gardens 
Trust, CPRE, Isle of Wight Society, AONB and East Cowes Town 
Council. 

After lunch the planning contexts for future proposals was 
discussed. Marion Brinton talked about factors in the decision-



20 

making process including legislation on listed buildings, the 
National Planning Policy Framework and the Local Plan. Under the 
NPPF ‘substantial harm’ is only acceptable ‘where it is necessary to 
achieve substantial public benefits that outweigh the harm’. Nicky 
Downer explained planning constraints within the AONB. Under the 
‘Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2001’ major developments 
within an AONB should be approved ‘only in exceptional 
circumstances’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the main afternoon session stakeholders were split into break 
out groups and given the opportunity to explore how the concept 
of ‘significance’ could be applied to Norris Castle and how the 
different categories of significance (evidential, historical, aesthetic 
and communal) could be identified. The meeting ended with 
feedback and questions from stakeholders. An intention was 
expressed to set up a stakeholders Facebook group which is now in 
place. 

Vicky Basford 

Springhill, East Cowes 

Dr Vicky Basford has worked hard to complete some detailed 

research to update our inventory record for Springhill.  This has 

highlighted more information about the importance of the designed 

landscape at this site and its associations. 

The Isle of Wight Gardens Trust has shared this new record with 

local organisations interested in the site’s future of and that of the 

adjacent Norris Castle.  We have also requested that Historic 

England consider the site for national listing due to our better 

understanding of its significance.  Currently Springhill is on the Isle 

of Wight Council Local List. 
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Repton’s last commission at Sheringham Park. 
 
I visited Sheringham Park in Norfolk in March 2016, not realising it 
was Humphry Repton’s last recorded commission. 
 
In 1812 Britain was at war and in deep recession and Repton was 
still suffering ill effects from a serious carriage accident in 1811 
which had left him largely confined to a wheelchair and increasingly 
dependent on his family. He was also under increasing financial 
strain as work had largely dried up during the prolonged war with 
France. 
 
Repton first came across Sheringham Park when he tried to 
persuade the Government to give the estate to Horatio Nelson’s 
family, but that idea failed. 
 
Humphry’s son William acted as solicitor to Abbott Upcher in 1812 
to buy Sheringham Bower and introduced the two. He referred  to 
his relationship with the Upcher’s as a “congenial meeting of the 
minds” 
 
Repton’s contributions involved proposals to plant more trees so 
that the view of the house was more sudden along the drive, and 
to remove parts of the hill to enhance the views. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The red book image above shows just how competent Repton was 

as a painter with the sky enhancing the image. 
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How much of the recommended work was carried out is now hard 

to judge. But both he and his clients , keen to give public access, 

being at a time of great poverty and social upheaval, and the 

Upchurch’s very strong Christian beliefs enabled them to interact 

well with the local people, building a modest residence and 

establishing walks through the woods and to the beach, for public 

enjoyment. 

Work started in 1813 but Abbott fell ill in 1817 and died just after 

Repton himself. His widow continued public good works and the 

further development of the estate. It is most pleasing that under 

National Trust ownership it is open all year round, as both Abbott 

and Repton would have wished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a most attractive site for what is generally a flat landscape 

right on the North cast of Norfolk, with the house nicely sheltered 

behind a hill.  

Go to https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sheringham-park/features/

humphry-repton-at-sheringham-park# to see his red book. 

Unusually these show sectional plans of the house. 

Today there is a tower to enjoy the Norfolk coast , just a mile 

away. The next page shows the view from the temple looking 

towards the hall. 

John Harrison. 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sheringham-park/features/humphry-repton-at-sheringham-park#
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sheringham-park/features/humphry-repton-at-sheringham-park#
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Repton on the Isle of Wight 

As a member of the Isle of Wight Gardens Trust you should have 

received a copy of our latest publication ‘Repton on the Isle of 

Wight’ co-authored by Dr Vicky Basford and Helen Thomas.  This 

detailed illustrated booklet outlines the known involvement of 

Humphry Repton in the designed landscapes of the Isle of Wight 

and along with guided walks and 

work with Oakfield Primary School 

(St John’s House, Ryde) was our 

contribution to the national 

celebrations of the bicentenary of his 

death last year.   

You can access an electronic copy on 

our website and we have further 

printed copies available on request.  

Please contact us if you want to 

know more. 



24 

 


