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Chairman’s Foreword 

Dear Members, 

The shorter days and cooler nights are once again with us, giving time 

to reflect on the heady days of summer and turn our minds to the 

coming new year. 

It has been another busy year for the IW Gardens Trust and it has been 

good to see many of you at our events through the year.  In this 

newsletter we look back at events from earlier in the year and one of 

our members shares her thoughts on a recent trip to visit the fantastic 

Humāyūn’s Tomb as part of a tour of India. 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support as 

without this we would not be able to achieve our charitable aims.  Our 

national sister organisation The Gardens Trust has created a excellent 

offer of a reduced rate membership subscription for existing County 

Gardens Trust members.  Please see the article on this in the 

newsletter and take a look at their website for more information on 

their work. 

Finally, I am pleased to report that in May the Isle of Wight Gardens 

Trust was runner up in the Environment category of the Community 

Action Awards, recognising our value of our charitable and 

volunteering work over the last thirty years.  We were given a cheque 

for £150 as a prize. 

Best wishes 

John 

John Brownscombe 

Chairman, Isle of Wight Gardens Trust 
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    Isle of Wight Gardens Trust Christmas Lunch 

   12:30  for 1pm Sunday 15th December 2019 

  Northcourt 

  Shorwell 

   Isle of Wight 

 

This year, we return to Northcourt for our Christmas lunch by kind 

permission of John and Christine Harrison.  There will be a serve 

yourself  hot buffet  including a choice of chicken, fish or vegetarian. 

Cost will be £26 per person .   

Lunch will be followed by musical entertainment. 

For  further menu details , dietary requirements and information on 

booking, please contact Patsy Thompson on 01983 873370  or email 

patsythom@gmail.com. 
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EVENTS PROGRAMME 

 

 

 

Sunday 15th December 2019 1pm 

Isle of Wight Gardens Trust Christmas Lunch 

Northcourt, Shorwell.   

£26 per person. 

Please contact Patsy Thompson to book and discuss menu choices. 

Email patsythom@gmail.com or telephone 01983 873370 

 

 

Tuesday 24th March 2020  10.00am 

Kate Harwood has agreed to return to talk about glasshouses through 

the ages.  Those who have joined us for one of Kate’s previous talks 

will know how knowledgeable she is as an experienced lecturer in 

garden history, planning and conservation.  As always, her illustrated 

talk promises to be both informative and entertaining.     

10.00am     Refreshments served 

12.30pm     Please bring your own picnic/packed lunch which, weather           

permitting, we will have in  Northwood Park. 

2.00pm       Walk around Northwood Park. 

 

Northwood House, Ward Avenue, Cowes. 

£15.00 to include tea/coffee 

Please contact Patsy Thompson to book. 

Email patsythom@gmail.com or telephone 01983 873370 
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Annual General Meeting  
19TH JUNE, 2019  

 

The Trust had a most enjoyable visit to the National Trust’s Mottistone Manor 

Gardens with a guided tour given by Robert Moore, Head Gardener after the AGM 

at Wilberforce Hall, Brighstone on Wednesday 19th June. 

Mottistone Manor dates partly from Tudor times, but it was extended in 1567, when 

the entrance porch was added, and remodelled in 1926 by John Seely, who took over 

the title of Lord Mottistone on his father, General Jack Seely’s death.  

Sir Charles Seely, who was a baker and then miller from Lincoln acquired Brook 

House, having made several fortunes from his steam milling business and 

subsequent Nottinghamshire coal mining investments. Mottistone Manor was added 

to his estate soon after in 1865, but which time it had become a farmstead, with the 

rear Tudor portion immersed after a landslide in 1703.  Brook House was 

substantially enlarged and landscaped including a large lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John as an architect, persuaded his father Jack, the second Lord Seely to restore 

Mottistone Manor house and it became the family home in 1926.  

Jack’s stepson Sir John Nicholson, who had a career is shipping and insurance in 

Liverpool, took over the tenancy in the early 1960’s with John giving the whole of 

the residue of the Mottistone Estate which included the manor to the National Trust, 

subject to the family having the tenancy of the major part of the house. 
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When I first visited Mottistone in the early 1970’s, Lady Nicolson was developing 

her garden inspired by her childhood in Sicily. John, Lord Mottistone had terraced 

much of the garden, in particular to the East with a series of winding terraces ( now 

under separate tenancy).The dowager Lady Mottistone lived in the middle wing, and 

the East wing had been occupied as the vicarage for Mottistone church, until the then 

Reverend Bowyer moved to a part of Brook House. The East wing  was then 

occupied in the 80’s by the late John Simpson and his wife Katherine, who was the 

second full time National Trust agent. 

Robert Moore explaining the monocotyledon garden. 

Lower garden with exotics and tender perennial planting.  
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Lady Nicholson built the main steps to the west of the house, and the yew hedges 

framing the rose garden and the double herbaceous border. Lady Nicholson was keen 

on lots of annuals and a profusion of late summer colour and her roses. 

The soil at Mottistone is very light and sandy, being on the upper greensand, giving 

excellent drainage, and a shelter belt to the south west provides good sea protection, 

but the views to the South East are open. In the sheltered area she planted camellias, 

a Magnolia campbellii and some Rhododendrons taking advantage of the mildly acid 

soil. 

Mottistone is only about three quarters of a mile from the sea, But Lady Nicholson 

did not really exploit the particular microclimate now recognised. 

The Isle of Wight Gardens Trust first visited Mottistone in 1978, when I was the 

Trust’s first chairman, as part of the very first weekend conference of what became 

the Association of Gardens Trusts ( now with the national Gardens Trust umbrella 

organisation). We had just 7 county trusts represented and Kent present but not yet 

formed, and I well remember Lady Nicholson pouring cups of tea for us, a little time 

before her death. 

Now their son Sir Charles Nicholson has the tenancy of the main part of the house 

with the garden open to the public, enjoying the winter, Fridays and Saturday to 

themselves. 

Robert Moore, now Head Gardener and Property Manager, grew up with Lady 

Nicholson, and then knew little about plants, but has now created a most impressive 

series of gardens of tender exotics in the lower  gardens shaded in part by a tulip tree 

planted around 70 years ago. 

We were most impressed by what Robert has learnt and how he has planted this area, 

particularly the monocotyledon garden filled with Phormiums,  Grasses, 

Beschoerneria, Yuccas, Agapanthus, Hedychium (gingers) and the like with great 

architectural form. Certainly a well-earned claim to be the only tender garden in the 

Grass labyrinth in lower garden. Hedged kitchen garden. 
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South-East owned by the National Trust. Hardy Japanese bananas, Tetrapanax, 

Ligularias, and more Hedychiums now give a great sub-tropical feel to the lower 

lawn area which I remember as just grass in the early days of my visits. 

The upper gardens retain Lady Nicholson’s structure, but now include some of the 

more easily manageable perennials, especially ones that can tolerate the hot climate 

and dry soil, like penstemon, and lavenders.  

The Mottistone Manor Gardens are far from being period correct, but they do very 

much show how fashions have changed as our climate change expectations have  

risen with Robert pushing plants to their limit of hardiness, helped by shelter from 

the North and the sea breezes. 

The National Trust should be congratulated for allowing Robert a free hand, moving 

with plant fashions, which has enabled the garden to increase its visitor numbers 

considerably and justify being open five days a week for a longer summer season. It 

has greatly benefitted the Island’s tourism economy, helped by the wonderful walks 

around the estate, especially at bluebell time.   

We have to be grateful to that baker from Lincoln, who with his son rose to being 

powerful political figures, for using his subsequent wealth to become the largest 

landowner on the Isle of Wight,  saving Mottistone and  for the nation.  

We gave the National Trust a donation of £40 as a thank you for his inspiring tour. 

John Harrison. Trustee. 

  

Eryngium  Lady Nicholson’s steps Liriodendron tulipifera 
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Events Review 2019 

It’s always difficult to come up with interesting ideas that are reasonably 

priced and available, so if anyone reading this has an idea, please contact me 

and let me know—I shall be delighted. 

We started with our annual Spring lecture with Kate Harwood at the Ventnor 

Botanic Gardens.  The lecture was entitled ‘The may faces of the Arts and 

Crafts Garden and recreating Utopia: Garden Cities.’  This covered such a 

wide spectrum, but I found the well illustrated lecture fascinating, especially 

as at one time I lived near Letchworth and Welwyn Garden City, both of 

which were described in Kate’s talk.  We had a very good lunch, which was 

fortunate because of the total lack of communication between Ventnor 

Botanic Gardens staff, which resulted in some of our members finding and 

laying out the coffee cups!!  Fortunatley, it was a very beautiful day and so 

after lunch, Sally Peake and Jonyth Hill kindly volunteered to take two 

separate parties around the gardens, which have improved so much and 

definitely deserve an up-to-date visit.  Thank you ladies for acting as superb 

guides to the beautiful and fascinating gardens. 

Our next event was just as interesting and was held on May 14th  at the 

Garlic Farm.  Richard Smout the County Archivist, came to talk to us about 

‘Allotments, both commercial and private, nurseries, market gardens and tea 

gardens.’ Please see Moira’s write up of this fascinating day. 

Kate Harwood delivering her talk 

New Japanese bridge at 

VBG 
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Our AGM was held at the Wilberforce Hall in Brightsone on June 19th.  

Some of us decided to meet beforehand at the local pub for lunch and then 

walked across the road for the start of the AGM at 3pm.  The AGM went 

well with members receiving updates on our work in 2018/19.  After the 

AGM we had tea and cakes provided by our Chairman.  Then on to 

Mottistone Gardens where we had a tour from the Head Gardener Robert 

Moore.  You will have seen John Harrison’s more detailed report earlier in 

this newsletter.  Needless to say it was a very enjoyable afternoon. 

We now are into Autumn and the Newsletter with information on the next 

events which we hope will interest you and that we will see as many of you 

as possible at all of them.  Nothing has been fixed as yet, but there is talk of 

a very good Cornish visit for 2021 so keep your membership and read your 

newsletter for the information when it is published.  It will be a smallish 

coach so places will be limited. 

Patsy Thompson, Trustee. 

CO-OPERATION AND COMMERCE; ALLOTMENTS, NURSERIES, 

MARKET GARDENS AND TEA GARDENS  a talk by Richard Smout., IW 

County Archivist. 

The day commenced with Richard’s talk held in the Garlic Farm’s Education Room, 

followed by lunch at the Farm then visits to Thompson’s Garden Centre and the 

Living Larder farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Members listening to Richard’s talk                            Richard Smout 
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Although there were allotments before the First World War the scale of the number 

of them increased as land was made available to everyone.  Going back in time the 

Saxons cleared woodland to develop fields for common use but after the Norman 

Conquest most of the land was in the hands of the lords of the manor, monasteries 

and the church.  Land was confiscated from the church during the reformation in the 

1540’s and was transferred to the lords via the Crown.  In the Elizabethan era 

common land used by the poor for growing food and keeping livestock was enclosed 

and tenant cottages had parcels of land attached to them.  During the 17th and 18th 

centuries more land was enclosed and many people moved to the towns and cities 

resulting in a great deal of poverty and starvation where they were unable to have the 

means to grow their own food. There was no benefit system. 

Charities to help the poor realised that help was needed and The Allotment 

Extension Act (1882) came into force requiring trustees holding charity land for the 

use of the poor to set aside part of the land for use as allotments.  The Allotment Act 

of 1887 was the first to compel local authorities to provide allotments where there 

was a great need.  

The Smallholdings and Allotments Act 1908 was an ‘Act to consolidate the 

enactments with respect to small holdings and allotments in England and Wales.’  

They were required to improve any land acquired by them for allotments adapting  

them by laying on a water supply, drainage, fencing and dividing  the land up 

evenly, providing adequate access, making roads if required and when necessary 

maintaining drains, fences, approaches and roads.  However by 1912 only a quarter 

of councils were providing land. 

The First World War created a huge incentive for the provision of allotments. More 

land was acquired including waste land, railway land and derelict areas.  Owners 

needed to know that their land would be released back to them after the war ended.  

Some land was protected as owners were keeping it for future building as the 

building market had ‘bottomed out’ during the war. Materials were in short supply, 

for example disused telegraph wire was used for fencing.   Organisations could also 

use the allotments i.e. Hayland’s Women’s Institute. Other bye-laws were introduced 

tenants couldn’t underlet, no building was allowed and animals couldn’t be kept on 

them. 

The advantages of having an allotment are varied including economic as they can 

provide fresh fruit and vegetables all year round; wasteland is reclaimed; users keep 

fit and healthy both physically and mentally and a community spirit is developed 

leading to friendships and education. 

Rest and refreshment are needed after hard work and Richard reminded us that 

everyone has memories of tea rooms they used to visit, often with gardens attached.  
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Tables and chairs were set on lawns in idyllic situations in lovely gardens where 

good tea was served in teapots with china cups and delicious cakes delivered on 

china plates. They were generally taken on by widows with children. Not much is 

known about the actual furniture used in the gardens. 

The golden age of tea gardens was between 1890 and 1930-9.  They fulfilled an 

important role ‘the need to fill some time after you went to do whatever you went to 

do!’  This was an era when you were more likely to be transported by someone else, 

and when you arrived and departed was determined by another party i.e. charabanc 

or railway timetable.  For example there was no great car park at Carisbrooke Castle 

so visitors were deposited in the village and either walked up to the castle or took a 

pony and trap.  We were shown postcards of three teagardens in and around 

Carisbrooke.  It is recorded that watercress from the stream was used in the 

sandwiches. The tea garden at Brighstone is now a housing estate but tea gardens still 

exist in Godshill. The gardens were wonderful tranquil places during the week but 

some Sundays mayhem ensued when Sunday schools had their outings, and games 

and entertainment were arranged in the gardens. 

Following lunch at the Garlic Farm members then drove to Thompson’s Garden 

Centre where they heard a very interesting account of how the Thompson family 

developed the nurseries.  There was an opportunity to buy plants and then tea and 

cake in the garden area of their tea room!  Some of us then went to Living Larder at 

Apse Heath.  Seven  generations of Stewards have farmed the land near Apse Heath 

since 1922. Will and Aimee returned it’s use from grass and sheep to fruit and 

vegetables in 2003.They now deliver more than 90 boxes a week of fresh pesticide 

free home grown produce to families, shops and discerning restaurants Aimee sends 

out delicious recipes too.  

Moira Sibley, Trustee. 

 

 

               The Garlic Farm, Mersley. 
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Will Steward at Living Larder.                                Rosemary inspecting the  

                              early spinach crop. 

Living Larder’s Van.  This Massey Ferguson tractor may not have cost the 

£75,000 the new ones to day cost . It still works!  

Discounted membership of The Gardens Trust  

The Gardens Trust are offering a concessionary membership rate of £25.  

This is a significant discount from their usual rate of £35 single and £43 

joint membership  fees. 

The Gardens Trust  is the only UK national charity dedicated to protecting 

and conserving our heritage of designed landscapes at a national level.  

They campaign, research, undertake conservation work, and encourage 

public appreciation and involvement working closely with the County 

Gardens Trusts to do so. 

Please consider becoming a member and helping support their excellent 

work.  www.thegardenstrust.org/support-us/ 
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Humāyūn’s Tomb 

In February, 2019 Helen Thomas and I flew to New Delhi to tour the Palaces 

and Forts of Rajasthan. When planning the trip we agreed on specific sites 

we wanted to see.  Helen particularly wished to see Humāyūn’s Tomb and its 

garden having studied it in detail.  Although not on the tour itinerary our 

guide readily agreed to provide a driver and car from the hotel to take us 

there. 

Humāyūns Tomb is situated on Mathura Road, Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia 

Dargah, New Delhi, near the bank of the Yamuna River.  The garden is the 

earliest surviving example of a Moghul garden and the first tomb garden to 

be made in India.  It is particularly important as its plan was later replicated 

at the Taj Mahal by Humāyūn’s great grandson Shah Jahan. 

Maqbara-I Humāyūn (1508-1556) was the Second Mogul Emperor, reigning 

from 1530-1556. The Mughal dynasty ruled North India from the 16th to 19th 

century.    Following the death of his father Barbur, he became heir to the 

empire but subsequently fought two successive rebellions unsuccessfully.  

Community Action Awards 

I am pleased to inform members that the work of the Isle of Wight Gardens 
Trust was recognised at the 2019 Community Action Awards.  We were 
runner up in the Environment Category and were given a cheque for £150 as 
a prize.   

Myself and Susan Dobbs attended the awards ceremony 
and were very impressed by the range of community 
and voluntary organisations present all helping people 
and places across our island. 

John Brownscombe, Trustee 
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Fifteen years after losing his lands and fighting many battles he finally 

regained his empire and when he died left his son power over more land than 

he himself had inherited, ranging from Afghanistan to Bengal. 

Of the six Mogul Emperors he is the only one who had little to do with 

garden design. All the other Emperors have left detailed accounts of their 

gardens. However he introduced two artists from Persia to India, Khwaja 

Abdus Samad and Mir Sayyid Ali. Together they founded the Mogul School 

of Painting which became very well known for its illustrations of garden 

design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The garden is based on the Persian design a ‘Chahar Bagh’ meaning 

‘fourfold garden’.  It is thought that the design was brought to India by his 

father Barbur. The earliest Persian gardens date back to 2000 BC.  They 

were square in design and evenly divided into four by water channels.  

Larger plots are further divided and formed by further irrigation rills or 

canals, making thirty-six squares in the Humāyūn garden. Water for 

irrigation was delivered by a large tank built at the back of a false entrance 

on the north wall. Throughout the garden there are underground terracotta 

pipes; aqueducts; water channels; fountains; basins and shallow pools. The 

walls, pairidaeza (paradeiso – paradise),surrounding the garden provide 

shelter for trees which in turn give much needed shade as well as fruits, 

flowers and nesting for birds.  Although in perfect symmetry the garden of 

Humāyūn’s Tomb differs from his father’s gardens in that at its centre is a 

building, the royal mausoleum. 

Humāyūn died in 1556 AD from his injuries following a fall in his library.  

After his death his body was exhumed and removed from his palace a Purana 

Quilla in Delhi by the withdrawing army as the city was being attacked by 

Hemu, the Hindu general and chief minister of Adil Shah Suri of the Suri 



18 

dynasty.  He was reburied at Kalanaur in the Punjab until the tomb was built. 

The tomb, the first of the grand dynastic garden tombs, was commissioned 

by Bega Begum (1511-1582), Humāyūn’s wife and chief consort after she 

had made a pilgrimage to Mecca and undertaken the Hajj.  Building began in 

1565 almost nine years after his death at a cost of 1.5 million rupees. She 

employed the Persian architect Mirak Mirza Ghiyas from the Herat region of 

Afghanistan and his son Sayyid Muhammad.  As well as paying for the 

construction she also oversaw its building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The main building material is red sandstone, thought to be the first grand 

structure made of the material; it has two white marble domes 42.5 metres 

high, capped with 6 metre long brass finials ending in a crescent.  The lattice 

work, pietra dura, floors and eaves are also made of marble. The tomb is 47 

metres in height and 91 metres wide.  Entrance into the tomb complex is via 

two double storeyed arched gateways.  The use of contrasting red sandstone 

and white marble became more commonly used in Mughal architectural 

design in later years.  Its construction was completed in 1572 AD whilst his 

son Emperor Akbar, Third Mughal Emperor was in power.  The tomb set on 

a seven metre high platform in the centre of the 216,000 square metre 

garden, is considered to be one of the best preserved Mughal monuments and 

was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1993. 

The last Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar was captured during the 1857 

Indian rebellion, his three sons were executed and he was sent into exile.  
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The British had control over Delhi.  They subsequently changed the design 

of the garden from Moghul to a more English style. In 1882 the curator of 

ancient monuments in India published his first report noting that the ‘main 

garden was let out to various cultivators, some of whom were royal 

descendants who grew cabbages and tobacco’.  However a major restoration 

scheme was ordered by Viceroy Lord Curzon to restore the gardens to their 

original plan between 1903 and 1909. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1947 both the site of Humāyūn’s Tomb and Purana Qila were used as 

major refugee camps for Muslims moving to the newly founded country of 

Pakistan during the partition of India.  This lasted for five years and caused a 

great deal of damage to the gardens and main structures.  In an effort to 

avoid permanent damage by vandals the tombs inside the mausoleum were 

bricked up. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) took on the 

responsibility for its preservation. 

In 1997 the Aga Khan Trust took over the restoration of the garden and in 

2007 conservation work was carried out on the tomb itself. A core committee 

comprising directors of the Archaeological Survey of India continues to 

review all the works being undertaken by the Aga Khan Trust for Culture. 

Moira Sibley,  Trustee. 

This article is informed by the follow:- 

Archaeological Survey of India: http://asi.nic.in/asi_monu_whs_humayantomb 

UNESCO:  http://whc.unesco.org/en/list232  The Oxford Companion to Gardens 1986: Sheila 
Haywood; Professor Jonas Lehrman 

Edinburgh Botanic Garden:- Garden History Course   

http://asi.nic.in/asi_monu_whs_humayantomb
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