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A POWERFUL NEW VOICE FOR BRITAIN’S PARKS AND GARDENS
Extract from the 24 July 2015 Press Release:
Today, at their respective AGMs in Newcastle, the Garden History Society (GHS) and
the Association of Garden Trusts (AGT) voted to merge to become The Gardens Trust,
a new body created to harness the strengths of the two existing organisations.
The main aims of the merger of the GHS and AGT are:
● To speak with a more powerful voice for the protection of parks, gardens and designed
landscape;
● To play a key garden conservation role in the planning system as a statutory
consultee;
● To provide support to strengthen the local activity of the County and Country Gardens
Trusts;
● To be an internationally regarded centre of excellence in the study of garden history;
● To live within the means of the merged organisation and be financially sustainable over
the long term.
The first AGM of The Gardens Trust elected a slate of 12 members of the Board, and a
new chairman, Dr. James Bartos and a new Vice Chairman, Michael Dawson [IWGT
Member], were elected by the Board. Dominic Cole OBE, formerly chairman of the
GHS, was elected President. Five sub-committees were established to reflect the areas
of activity and interest of the new organisation, covering conservation, events,
publications, membership and administration and finance.

SOME NOTES ON LILIES
The Lillium Martagon album on the front cover (growing in Susan Dobbs’ garden) was
popular in 17th century gardens when it was among the lilies that John Parkinson noted
had been found in the diuers Countries of Germany, as Auftria, Hungaria, Pannonia, Stiria, etc.

and are all made Denifons in our London Gardens, where they flourifh as in their owne naturall
places. An illustration from his book can be found on page 5.
Others, like the Lilium Regale in Susan’s garden
pictured here, are more recent discoveries as noted
in Some Flowers by Vita Sackville West:
‘We now, in 1937, accept Lilium regale, the regal
lily, as a commonplace of our English gardens,
forgetting that only so recently as 1905 was she
discovered in Western China by Dr Ernest Wilson.
The bulbs were scarce and remained expensive for
several years, but owing to the ease with which
the regal lily may be grown from seed, only two or
three years being needed to produce a flowering
bulb, the nurserymen’s prices rapidly came down
and the bulbs may now be obtained for a few
pence. Many amateurs sow their own seed, which
will germinate as freely as mustard and cress… …so
if you are prepared to go to the trouble of sowing
and pricking out you can grow acres of regale with
no expense at all’.
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HIGHLIGHTS
FROM
2014
A LETTER
FROM OUR
CHAIRMAN
Dear Members,
In March we were very pleased to welcome back Kate Harwood from the Hertfordshire
Gardens Trust who led an excellent day when we learnt about Jacobean and Stuart
Gardens. Once again our thanks go to John and Christine Harrison for providing the
venue at Northcourt which, built in 1615, was particularly appropriate. You can read
about the day in the article by Moira Sibley and we will be looking back at other 2015
highlights in our Spring Newsletter.
I was also pleased to help Mary Hogg plan a day trip to the
Island by the Hampshire Gardens Trust. After visiting my
small potager garden in Seaview they went on to visit
Ventnor Botanic Garden and Northcourt. It is always good
to meet members of other Garden Trusts and I was happy
to have the opportunity of doing this at the Annual Summer
Conference at Newcastle which you can also read about.
In the Spring we were delighted to see the publication of
the Historic Environment Action Plan for Designed
Landscapes by Vicky Basford which, among other things,
provides a blueprint for future work by IWGT. Our
completed Walled Kitchen Garden Project was marked by
planting apricot trees at Northcourt and its legacy goes on.
Thanks are due to WKG team member Sheila Caws who
has prepared a presentation to give to other Island groups
and she already has bookings stretching into 2016.

Susan in her garden with Hampshire visitors

Thanks to our editor, Helen Thomas, the ‘Other Events’
page on our website provides links to other Island groups.
It is heartening to hear news of the Heritage Lottery Grant
for Northwood Cemetery in Vicky’s article ‘Gardens of the
Dead’ and about the Friends of Quarr Abbey Walled
Garden Project from their Chairman Rebecca Ashton.

Sue Giles planting an apricot tree at Northcourt

2015 is a year of exciting changes with the formation of
the new national body, The Gardens Trust, and the
updating of the IWGT charity status which will put us on
a sound footing for the future. There were also changes
to the IWGT Committee. Sue and Edward Giles have
stepped down as Secretary and Treasurer and Lorna
McRobie as Membership Secretary. We are very grateful
to them for all their hard work. At the AGM I was happy
to welcome new members to the IWGT team: Moira Sibley
as Secretary and Tim Woodcock who is bravely taking on
the roles of both Treasurer and Membership Secretary.

There is always more to discover about our parks and gardens. One recent example is
given in ‘A Delightful Residence’ by Helen Thomas and the way we can share our
information is explained in ‘Parks & Gardens UK’ by Rachael Stamper.
The excellent work of our Events Organiser, Patsy Thompson, and her team includes
our two final events for 2015: a Garden History Day at Haseley Manor on 29 September
and our Christmas Lunch at Landguard Manor on 8 December and I look forward to
meeting you at one or both!
Susan Dobbs, Chairman.
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KEEPINGHIGHLIGHTS
OUR IWGT CHARITY
FROM 2014
UP TO DATE
New principles for IWGT: at the 2015 AGM it was unanimously agreed that changes
should be made to the way IWGT is set up as a charity with a new constitution. The
details are summarised below.

From New Principles of Gardening by Batty Langley, published in 1728
IWGT currently operates as an unincorporated association under a Declaration of Trust
prepared in 1997. This document has a number of anomalies which probably do not
matter too much as long as the Trust is running without any difficulties. However if
there should be problems then those anomalies would need to be resolved.
After careful consideration the four Trustees and the committee of management
proposed that the Constitution of IWGT should be changed to that of a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (“CIO”). This is a new type of body for charities introduced
by the Charities Act 2011. Based on the Charity Commission recommended format a
new draft constitution has been prepared by the committee and can be found on the
IWGT website http://www.iowgardenstrust.co.uk/page2.html.
The attention of members is particularly drawn to the following points:
● The objects will be virtually the same as in the current constitution.
● The standard powers in clause 4 of the Charity Commission draft are all embracing
and need no amendment.
● No personal liability on members for debts and liabilities.
● Management of the charity rests with the trustees. All the committee members are
trustees thus avoiding the apparent conflict in the current constitution between
trustees and committee.
● There must be at least three trustees but no maximum.
● No age limit on trustees.
● Trustees appointed for a 3 year term and a third retire each year by rotation but are
eligible for re-election.
● The CIO will be a new legal entity and we shall therefore have a new charity number
and will need to have new gift aid declarations signed by those members who are
eligible taxpayers (details will be sent out with the IWGT 2016 Spring Newsletter).
Once the CIO has been registered all the assets of IWGT will be transferred to the CIO
and the current charity wound up. All those elected as trustees and/or committee
members (including officers of the committee) will become trustees of the CIO. The
transfer to the CIO is due to take place at the end of the current accounting year (31st
March 2016). For further information please contact Treasurer Tim Woodcock.
Edward Giles
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JACOBEAN
HIGHLIGHTS
AND STUART
FROM 2014
GARDENS
Study Day at Northcourt with Kate Harwood
Following on from last year’s very informative study day on the gardens of the Medieval
and Tudor periods, Kate Harwood MA, BA.(Hons), returned to Northcourt on Tuesday,
10 March 2015 to lead us through the Jacobean and Stuart period. The day commenced
with coffee at 9.30 am and included a very good lunch of lasagne, salad and chocolate
brownies provided by Debbie Hewitt of St Helens.
We examined Et in Arcadia Ego
painted in 1637-38 by Nicolas
Poussin.
Kate explained that
Arcadia for the Greeks symbolized
the pure, rural idyllic life, far from
the city. By the 17th Century in
England ‘Arcadia’ came to mean
the rural idyll, rather than the
ancient Roman villas of Pliny and
Horace.

Et in Arcadia ego
also known as
The Archadian Shepherds
by Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665)
The Poussin painting also picks up the double meaning, which would have been
appreciated in the 17th Century, of death being present even in Arcadia, and also Art
being able to transform death and thus art to tame nature without obliterating it. So
although there were many formal gardens to come, the ideas of the natural (eventually
the Arte-Natural style of the 18th Century) were beginning to be expressed.
The restoration of Charles II in 1660, and relative
peace in Europe, brought continental gardeners to
England. These included Gabriel and André Mollet of
the French dynasty of royal gardeners, who Charles
appointed as his Royal Gardeners in 1661. Other
French garden designers were employed by Charles,
including the famous André le Nôtre who prepared a
design for the King at Greenwich. They all brought
with them the influences of the large formal gardens
of France. Kate explained that the key to this was
the central axis through the house and garden. New
gardens also included terraces controlling the
irregular natural landscape; parterres evolved from
the Tudor knots which were laid out nearest to the
house; a double or triple avenue of trees, usually the
native elm or lime, demonstrated status.

Le Notre’s plan for a parterre in Greenwich Park
where the earthworks survive in part.
Illustration from www.gardenvisit.com
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By the end of the 17th Century canals, basons (which are ponds of different geometrical
shapes) fountains and extravagant water displays were included together with topiary
which is the ultimate control control over nature. Wildernesses were areas of “solitude”.
It was a place to be solitary, to think, read and reflect in privacy. Some still survived
into the 18th Century but their complex geometric designs did not fit with the new
ideas of openness of landscape and they fell out of favour. There are good examples
at Ham House and Blickling.
There was increased interest in exotic plants and horticulture when William and Mary
came to the throne in 1688. The garden at Hampton Court was redesigned and
commercial nurseries evolved to provide exotic plants and the huge number of trees
needed for the formal avenues and forest gardens. Lime, ash, oak, beech, hawthorn,
birch, willow, juniper, yew and Scots pine are all native trees. It is believed that the
Romans introduced the sweet chestnut and box.
The day concluded with a walk around
the gardens and grounds of Northcourt
accompanied by John Harrison and Kate
Harwood.
There are plans for Kate to return in
March 2016 to continue our journey
through garden history into the 18th
century and the rise of Lancelot
‘Capability’ Brown. Full details will be
given in the IWGT Spring Newsletter.
Kate’s notes for the 2015 Study Day are
available by email by contacting us at
editor@iowgardenstrust.co.uk.
Moira Sibley

SOME 17TH CENTURY LILIES
1. The white Martagon
2. The Spotted Lily or
Lily of Canada
(introduced into France
from Canada by the
French colony and
from
there
into
England)
3. The early red Martagon
From the 1629 Paradisi in
Sole Paradisus Terrestris
by John Parkinson (15671650).
The book can be viewed online or downloaded at www.biodiversitylibrary.org
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THE AGT AND
HIGHLIGHTS
GHS CONFERENCE
FROM 2014
AND MERGER
In July 2015 our Chairman, Susan Dobbs, attended the Annual Summer Conference of
the Association of Garden Trusts (AGT) and the Garden History Society (GHS) in
Newcastle. The two organisations have now merged to form The Gardens Trust of which
IWGT is now a member. Here Susan gives us an illustrated Conference diary.
I have illustrated with ten photos some of the highlights of this very special weekend.
I flew to Newcastle on Thursday and missed the visits to Seaton Delaval and
Northumberlandia, but the following days were beautifully organised and memorable.

1

1) On Friday Gilly Drummond
retired as president of the AGT
and was elected life Vice
President of The Gardens Trust
with Dominic Cole as president.
She was presented with a book
of tributes, collected by Steffie
Shields (with a special copy to
Lorna McRobie thanking her for
all her contribution to the AGT).
From the generous cheques sent
a daffodil has been named after
her as she has trumpeted so
much for garden conservation
over 25 years.
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Also a fund has been set up to finance what is now called the ‘Gilly Drummond Volunteer
of the Year Award’. The Award this year was judged by Christopher Woodward, Director
of the Garden Museum at Lambeth, London. He was impressed by all seven nominations,
mentioning in particular the remarkable achievements of Helen Thomas on the Isle of
Wight. However Kate Harwood of Hertfordshire GT was selected. 2) The photo shows
Kate, who will be a trustee of The Gardens Trust, with the engraved glass obelisk award.
Around 150 had dinner in the Biscuit Factory, and James Bartos from Dorset and the
new Chairman of The Gardens Trust made his introduction speech.
On Saturday, in three coaches, we drove to Croxdale
Hall which belonged for over 500 years to the Salvins,
a leading recusant family. The trees, lake and crinkle
crackle walled garden are beautiful. 3) The photo was
taken in the Orangery.
We had lunch at the Hardwick Hall hotel and explored
the newly restored park, then drove to Durham. Here
we visited the old motte and moat of the military
redundant Durham Castle, now transformed into
terraces and gardens.
4) We trailed up and down in the rain and then sat in
wonder in the breath taking cathedral 5), followed by
a reception given by Parks and Gardens UK to celebrate
their first 10 years.
Sunday we drove north to the Percy family estate, the
Duke of Northumberland's Alnwick Castle and Hulne
Priory and Park. The latter peaceful, laid out by
Capability Brown, and with 6) an ancient yew tree.
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In total contrast the 12th Duchess started
in 1997, with Jacques and Peter Wirtz, to
redesign the Alnwick gardens as a major
visitor attraction, with a grand cascade, an
ornamental walled garden, roses donated by
David Austin, a poison garden, an
educational growing area with cooking in the
tree house for children and the Elderberry
club with dancing and massage for
pensioners 7). The 40 million pounds was
well spent with 4 million visitors since 2003.
Our last visit was to Belsay Castle where 8)
Lorna sheltered under gunnera in the quarry
garden. Stones from here were used by Sir
Charles Monck to build the Hall in Grecian
style and 9) a ferme ornée.
A huge thank you was given to Conference
Organiser Robert Peel and to Mike Dawson,
now Vice Chairman of The Gardens Trust,
for bringing the two groups together 10).
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Travelling round this beautiful county was the most wonderful way to get to know each
other, in a four day non stop walk and talk
Susan Dobbs
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HIGHLIGHTS
FROM 2014
QUARR
ABBEY
The Friends of Quarr Abbey Walled Garden Project
The walled garden of Quarr Abbey was featured in the gazetteer of the IWGT 2014
publication, Walled Kitchen Gardens of the Isle of Wight, and I am pleased to be able
to write a short article on what is being done within the walled garden and what is
needed to restore the walls of the garden to their former glory.
As referred to in the entry in the gazetteer, the
walled garden was probably constructed in 1907-8
by the Benedictine monks of the Solesmes
congregation, fleeing France during the times of
religious
hostility,
and
settling
first
in
Appuldurcombe in 1901. Quarr Abbey house was
purchased by the monks in 1907. The Quarr Abbey
estate extends to 200 acres, 80 acres of which are
classified as an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty,
and
farmland,
woodland,
copses,
orchards, a lake and a foreshore. The striking
Quarr Abbey church (LBI), designed by architect
and monk Dom Bellot, and the ruins of the
medieval monastery (LBII and a Scheduled
Monument) are all within its boundaries.
Over the last 15-17 years the small community of monks at Quarr have been opening
up the Abbey to the public as a natural extension of Benedictine hospitality with a
vision to share the spirituality and beauty of Quarr with the wider community. The
Friends of Quarr was launched in 2013 to take forward this vision, support the liturgy,
promote the abbey, raise its profile and fund raise to maintain its historic buildings.
The walled garden (8000m²), located to the South West
of the church, is an important part of Quarr Abbey,
enabling the monastic community to work in partnership
with the local community by operating a land usage
scheme with Island charities, such as Southern Housing,
whose residents, adults with learning disabilities,
volunteer to cultivate an allotment (1200m²) within the
walled garden. Here together with a small, dedicated
team headed by Matt Noyce, head gardener and estate
manager, a wide variety of conventional fruit and
vegetables are grown along with heritage varieties. The
Quarr Abbey plot is 2008m². The produce is used in the
Abbey kitchen, Teashop, in the Quarr Abbey homemade
jams and chutneys and the surplus is sold in the Quarr
Abbey farm shop; 50% of the proceeds are kept by the
charity. The orchard plot in the garden is 1959m² and
consists of over 120 trees.
Also located within the walled garden is the Quarr Abbey Poultry Project managed by
the Abbey with the help of volunteers from Southern Housing and the local community.
The hens are from a commercial environment and are re-homed in three free-range
runs (592m²) situated in the orchard. The eggs are used by the monastic community
and the surplus sold in the farm shop. Paths form the remainder of the area.

8

The walls of the garden are 2m high and
are of 9 inch thick brick of Flemish
garden wall bond (also known as Sussex
bond) and are constructed with brick
piers that divide the wall into varying
lengths. The walls form the North, East
and West boundaries of the garden and
a hedge forms the southern boundary.
The North wall is 27m. The Northeast
wall is 38m and some of it has collapsed
and been replaced by a wooden fence.
Both walls have suffered structural
movement with some leaning, which has
been controlled with a brick buttress to
the Northeast wall. The walls have also
suffered from cracking and uneven
brickwork reflecting ground movement.
It has therefore been recommended by conservation architect, Richard Oxley (Oxley
Conservation Ltd), that the walls are dismantled and new walls constructed with new
foundations and recommended that “…for aesthetic and cost that new handmade
bricks to match the existing be used to reconstruct the new walls, bedded in
appropriate lime mortar provided with a traditional finish”, having obtained the
necessary listed building consent. The architect also recommends: ” the new walls are
built off modern concrete foundations to reduce the risk of future movement.“
The Friends of Quarr have made a considerable contribution to the Visitor Centre
(opened in July 2014) and are now focusing on the 38m northeast stretch of the wall.
Since September 2014 the Friends have raised over £15,000 towards the project with
an estimated cost of £64,000.
The current fundraiser is the
first calendar of Quarr (2016)
produced by the Friends,
based on donated artwork
featuring "Quarr through the
seasons".
Each calendar costs £10 or
£11.50p by post to include
post
and
packaging.
Calendars are available to
purchase now from the Quarr
Abbey monastery shop in the
Visitor
Centre
and
the
Teashop.
Individual prints from the calendar are also available from the monastery shop at a
price £10 each. For details please email: chair.friends@quarr.org. Or telephone 01983
882420 ext. 209 and leave a message.
Dr Rebecca Ashton, Chairman, Friends of Quarr

Editor’s note: for further information on Quarr Abbey and opening times please see
the link on the ‘Other Events’ page on the IWGT website iowgardenstrust.co.uk
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HIGHLIGHTS
GARDENS OFFROM
THE DEAD
2014
Isle of Wight Cemeteries and the
Northwood Cemetery Heritage Lottery Fund Award
A cemetery is more than somewhere to bury the dead. The design, layout and planting
reflect historic fashions, monuments and records form the biography of a community
and quiet places provide opportunities for nature conservation. A cemetery is also a
unique historical, cultural and natural resource.
Victorian municipal cemeteries constitute a distinct category of designed landscape and
contribute to the overall landscape character of urban areas. As such they feature in
the IW Gardens Trust Historic Environment Action Plan for Designed Landscapes
https://www.iwight.com/azservices/documents/1324-Designed-Landscape-HEAP.pdf.
The IW Gardens Trust has been involved with local historic cemeteries since 1999 when
the Trust carried out surveys of 12 cemeteries for the Isle of Wight Council. Our surveys
have been well-used, forming the basis for research carried out by the Friends of Ryde
Cemetery and the Friends of Northwood Cemetery. They have also assisted the efforts
of the IW Gardens Trust and other organisations to get five of the Island’s historic
cemeteries placed on the Isle of Wight Council’s Local List.
Conserving the historic landscape and
monuments of Victorian cemeteries,
mostly in the care of local authorities,
has proved challenging in the 21st
century. Cemeteries, both nationally
and locally, have responded by
forming ‘Friends’ organisations and
by seeking grant-aid for restoration
programmes.

Ivy growing over grave memorials
at Northwood Cemetery in 1999

In 2007 the Friends of Ryde Cemetery acted with the Isle of Wight Council to secure
Heritage Lottery (HLF) Funding for a three-year programme of work including
restoration of the three Victorian Chapels, monuments and grounds and the creation
of a Heritage Learning Centre. The Friends of East Cowes Cemetery has also received
support from the HLF to improve the cemetery, set up a website and produce an
information leaflet.
The Friends of Northwood Cemetery (FoNC) was established in 2008. In February 2014
FoNC (in partnership with the Isle of Wight Council) submitted an application to the
HLF through its Parks for People programme for a grant to restore the twin chapels
within Northwood Cemetery, to develop a Heritage Trail and to create a woodland burial
ground at the south end of the cemetery. The programme also aimed to restore
monuments and structures within the cemetery, to develop a strategy for protecting
the cemetery’s heritage and habitat and to develop resources to encourage the
involvement of young people in heritage and conservation. The IW Gardens Trust wrote
a letter of support for this application, emphasising the need to consider the designed
landscape as a whole in any restoration project.
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In July 2014 the HLF awarded a development grant to the
Friends of Northwood Cemetery to fund the detailed
professional work necessary before the submission of a bid
for the full ‘delivery phase’ of the project. This work
included the preparation of a historic landscape
assessment, a conservation plan, a management and
maintenance plan and an action plan as well as detailed
costings for all the work to be undertaken.
It was soon realised that a considerably larger grant would
be needed for the delivery phase than originally anticipated
since major structural problems had developed with the
cemetery’s east chapel, meaning that it would require the
same degree of underpinning as that planned for the west
chapel. FoNC formed a Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG)
to involve involve local community organisations and
interest groups in the development of the bid. The Isle of
Wight Gardens Trust was invited to join the Group and
Vicky Basford has attended three meetings on its behalf.

An obelisk, the symbol of
eternal life, at Northwood

Through its membership of SAG the IW Gardens Trust has been able to comment on
drafts of the various plans required by HLF. FoNC’s bid to the HLF has arisen primarily
from a desire to restore the twin chapels but the IW Gardens Trust have tried to ensure
that the significance of Northwood Cemetery as a designed landscape has been given
full consideration in the Historic Landscape Assessment, the Conservation Plan and the
Management and Maintenance Plan. We have also stressed the significance of the
historic trees within Northwood Cemetery and have emphasised the need for a full tree
survey in developing the conservation, management and maintenance plans.
On 29th June 2015 the Heritage Lottery Fund
announced that it had awarded a delivery grant of £1.6
million for the restoration of Northwood Cemetery. The
HLF expressed particular enthusiasm for the
community-led model of the restoration project in which
the Friends of Northwood Cemetery will take the lead in
a partnership with the Isle of Wight Council (the
landowners). The HLF see this partnership as pioneering
a new way forward for other community groups now
that local authorities are under such pressure with cuts
in their central government budgets. Work is expected
to start on the restoration of the chapels in mid 2016.

Part of the original 1856 path
layout at Northwood Cemetery,
in 1999

The Chairman of FoNC, Jon Matthews, has written to the
IW Gardens Trust to share the good news of the HLF
grant and to ask if there is any way in which the Trust
can further support the restoration project. FoNC needs
to raise ‘match funding’ of over £10,000 in order to
receive the full HLF grant and would welcome any help
in this endeavour or in practical engagement with the
Northwood Cemetery Heritage Project. Information on
Northwood Cemetery and details of the restoration
project are available on the FoNC website:
http://www.friendsofnorthwoodcemetery.org.uk/
Vicky Basford
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AHIGHLIGHTS
DELIGHTFULFROM
RESIDENCE
2014
A mid-Victorian cliff top Shanklin garden.
Our view of garden history tends to veer between the extensive designed grounds of
the landed gentry and social elite and, at the other end of the scale, the small,
vernacular cottage garden. In between these extremes, the many gardens of the
moderately wealthy middle class are not often considered on an individual basis. This
is due, at least in part, to lack of information. Here, recently discovered archive material
provides glimpses of a mid-Victorian garden on a challenging site and with a feature
thought to be unique on the Island and highly unusual, if not unique, elsewhere.
From Crystal Palace to Shanklin cliffs
One of the exhibitors at the 1851 Great Exhibition in Joseph Paxton’s Crystal Palace,
the first international exhibition of manufactured products, was the high class
gentlemen's outfitters, Capper & Waters of Regent Street, London. Their display
included dress shirts and their innovative long sleeved Sottanello vest, in machine
knitted cotton with mother of pearl buttons, which is now held in the collections of the
Victoria and Albert Museum.
The business of Capper & Waters seems to have prospered. In 1865 one of the partners,
bachelor Henry Waters aged 55, was planning a new home by the sea for himself and
his spinster sisters who were all born in London. Showing good taste in all things, Henry
chose the Isle of Wight and, in particular, Shanklin.
Shanklin grew very slowly before the arrival of the railway link to Ryde in 1864. The
1861 census records only 449 residents and 33 visitors which rose to a total of 4,533
by the end of the century. There was also some reluctance by the White Popham family,
who held Shanklin Manor, to release land for building until the 1860s. Building leases
were granted with the strict condition that new villas should be detached or
semi-detached and have a garden or lawn.
The White Popham Estate included
farmland above the cliffs to the south of
Shanklin Chine with clear views out over
Sandown Bay. It was here that the Waters
family decided to build and in October 1865
Henry Waters signed a 999 year lease for
two acres of ground, on the seaward side
of what is now Luccombe Road. In 1866 he
also agreed a yearly tenancy on an
adjoining 1.5 acres for a kitchen garden and
paddock.

Priory

Keats Green

A view looking southwards over Keats
Green to Priory in c1865
A fashionable design
The new house, named Priory, was a fairly modest seaside villa with three reception
rooms, four principal bedrooms and a Tower Room or Observatory. There were also
four servants’ bedrooms, and ‘domestic offices’ including a Butler’s Pantry and a lamp
room. It was built in traditional materials of local stone, with brick detailing, under a
slate roof, but the architectural style is intriguing.
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Rejecting the picturesque cottage orné,
Gothic revival and Italianate, the Waters’
built in the stylish and fashionable (and for
Shanklin unusual) French Third Empire style
which flourished during the reign (1852-70)
of Napolean III. The tower with mansard roof
and
ironwork
decoration,
bracketed
overhanging eaves, canted bays and paired
windows with decorative surrounds are
typical features of the style.

The new house in c1866 with the fountain
pool with rockwork on the left
The house, close to the road, was set
into the top of the sloping the site
which dropped down some 20m (65
feet) to the cliff edge. Landscaping
the site presented a challenge and
the Waters’ took a bold approach to
impose a formal layout. Considerable
earth moving produced a series of
steep embankments, level plateaux
around the house and level walks
with views over the grounds to the
sea.

The house, embankments ,circular lawn
and new planting in c1866
On the lower area of the slope the unusual feature of a sunken circular lawn was laid
out, enclosed and protected by a steep circular embankment with a flight of steps
leading up, on a central axis, towards the house.
Figures posed in the c.1866 view of the circular lawn suggest a singles game of tennis,
albeit a genteel version played with a parasol in one hand, and Sales Particulars of
1906 describe the feature as a Circular Tennis Lawn. These Particulars also describe
shady terrace walks and a Raised Cliff Terrace with views out over Sandown Bay with,
below, a grass walk along the cliff edge with a stout thorn hedge and oak fence forming
the boundary.

cliff edge
pool with fountain

circular lawn

house

terraced walks
leased 1.5 acres

Extract from the 1908 25” OS
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Early planting
Various styles of planting are shown in the c.1866 photographs. Narrow shelter belts
of young trees and shrubs are shown along the road and sloping southern boundary
to the proposed kitchen garden and paddock. In contrast to this, formal lines of recent
planting edge the top of the embankments close to the house. Similarly, the domed
top of the embankment around the tennis lawn is formally planted with a double line
of small trees or shrubs at the centre within rings of lower growing and lighter coloured
plants. The gardener in both photographs seems to indicate work in progress.
The 1898 OS indicates a small orchard area in the northwest corner of the grounds and
a small circular pond with a fountain between the orchard and the house. In c.1866
the pond is shown surrounded by rockwork with low informal planting.
Some 40 years on, the 1906 Particulars include details of the mature planting.
Immediately around the house there were shady lawns and grassy banks sheltered by
well grown Wych Elm, Evergreen Oak, Scots Pine and Araucaria, while the ornamental
fish pond and fountain were protected by two old Cypress, various Scots Pine, Portugal
Laurel and Bay trees. The sheltered terrace walks were ‘shaded by a profusion of fully
matured ornamental trees and shrubs, including a number of Evergreen Oak, Variagated
Holly, Horse Chestnuts and clumps of Rhododendron and Escallonia’. The tennis lawn
was ‘enclosed within a grass-grown embankment, surrounded by a thriving hedge of
Euonymous, outside which is a planting of well-grown ornamental timber and shrubs’.

Views of a sheltered terrace walk and the circular tennis lawn with the sea and Culver Cliff
beyond from the 1906 Sale Particulars
Possible inspiration
No information has so far been found on who designed the Priory house and grounds,
but one source of possible inspiration for the garden is the influential book ‘How to Lay
out a Small Garden’ by landscape designer Edward Kemp (1817-91), a former
apprentice of Joseph Paxton at Chatsworth. First published in 1850, further editions
(dropping ‘Small’ from the title) were published in 1858 and 1864. In the 1858 edition
Kemp gave particular advice on the most satisfactory ‘mode of arrangement’ for seaside
gardens: grass should be given prominence, banks used to give a varied form and sunk
panels of lawn used to provide shelter. Details were given of his design for a sunken
circular croquet lawn for James Ball Esq. of Newton, near Chester (our colleagues at
Cheshire GT have not been able to trace this garden), noting that the shape was adopted
as being more beautiful than the square. At Priory the circular shape also provided a
good practical solution for an embankment on sloping ground as it avoided awkward
raised corners and allowed a gently sloping path around the perimeter.
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The idea of rockwork around a pond and fountain may have come from many sources,
but the various books by Jane Loudon (1807-58), aimed specifically at women, may
have appealed to the Waters sisters. It has been said that what Mrs Beeton was to
cookery, Jane Loudon was to gardening. One of her books, ‘The Ladies Companion to
the Flower Garden’ first published in 1841, sold over twenty thousand copies in nine
editions and illustrated rockwork around a pond with a list of suitable plants which
would flower profusely while not growing too fast.

Rockwork round a pond from The Ladies
Companion to the Flower Garden

Detail from the c1866 photo with caged
birds which were popular in the period

From family home to hotel to apartments.
Local Directories record that Henry Waters’ two spinster sisters, Susan (born 1808)
and Anne (born 1818), were living at Priory in the 1870s and it seems probable that
Henry may have divided his time between Shanklin and London. In 1881 his third
spinster sister Harriet (born 1822) was also at the house, but only one live-in servant
suggesting a modest lifestyle. Henry Waters died at Priory on 14 August 1881, aged
71, leaving a personal estate of £8,755 pounds. His sisters continued to live there until
their deaths: Susan in 1889, Harriet in 1903 and Anne in 1904 at the age of 86. In
1906 the property was put up for auction at Daish’s Hotel in Shanklin by Anne’s
executor, Walter Kent Capper.
By the 1930s the
extended house had
become ‘The Priory
Private
Hotel’
and
contemporary
views
show that the terrace
walks had largely been
cleared of trees with
ornamental planting on
the lower slopes.

Advertisement in the
Shanklin Directory for
1935
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After use by the Army during World War II the house continued as an hotel. A northern
slice of the site was sold in the late 20th century and developed with a detached house.
In the early 21st century The Priory was again extended and converted to apartments
with the substantial portion of the original grounds providing a communal gardens.
Erosion of the cliff edge by some 25m has resulted in the loss of the Victorian cliff walk
and a parking area now occupies the site of the pond and fountain. Although somewhat
eroded in height the embankment around the former circular tennis lawn remains
together with the terraced walks as evidence of the Victorian seaside garden. In 1906
the property was described as a delightful residence, which may have been the result
of a successful gentleman’s vest.

Views up from the sunken circular lawn towards the house and out over Sandown Bay in
2015 together with Capper & Waters Sottanello Vest from the 1851 Great Exhibition
(Vest image © Victoria and Albert Museum, London.)

This is a new site to add to the IWGT Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. Details
of some of our sites are already included on the Parks & Gardens UK database and
website and we plan to add more, including Priory, in the future.
The article incorporates recent research by Ian Murdock and Helen Thomas for Shanklin & District History Society.
Historic images of Priory are courtesy of Ian Murdock.

Helen Thomas

IDEAS FOR FUTURE NEWSLETTERS
If you have any ideas for articles please contact Helen at editor@iowgardenstrust.co.uk
Copy deadline for IWGT Spring 2016 Newsletter is 15 January 2016
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HIGHLIG
2014

HTS FROM
Rachael Stamper explains what the Parks
and Gardens UK website is all about.

2015 is an important year for us as it marks 10 years since the start of the project.
We enjoyed celebrating our 10th anniversary with several contributors and supporters
at the AGT/GHS July conference in Newcastle. Looking ahead, we are excited about
the formation of The Gardens Trust and look forward to collaborating in the future.
Our database has grown considerably over the last year and now holds records for
more than 8,900 parks and gardens. In addition to the more than 2,100 biographies
of people and organisations associated with historic landscapes, the database also hosts
a large digital archive of more than 6,000 images to accompany the site records. We
are always looking for more material and have been working with CGTs to add their
research work to the database so that it gets seen by as many people as possible.
Beyond the database, Parks & Gardens UK offers a number of other interesting features
such as the Gazetteer of War Memorial Parks and Gardens - the first of its kind
in the UK which features more than 400 entries; the Conservation Management
Plans list- provided by the GHS; and the Historic Landscape Project Resource
Hub- a dedicated area of the website with information about planning and conservation
for CGTs to use. We also have our Blog, written by one of our Trustees, Dr David
Marsh, which you can read or sign up for either via the orange blog button at the bottom
of our homepage or at https://parksandgardensuk.wordpress.com. Be sure to visit the
website to enjoy these features in addition to many others such as articles about garden
history, historic profiles about people and educational resources for schools.
We also have Facebook and Twitter pages, which are expanding their reach every week
thanks to our Social Media Ambassadors, Liz Ware and Martha Cattell. We are pleased
to see a number of Gardens Trusts members following us now. Find us on: Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/ParksGardensUK and on Twitter @ParksGardensUK.
Recently, we have worked on projects with partners such as Gardening in Wartime with
the Garden Museum and we are represented by our Chair, Dr Barbara Simms, on the
Steering Group for the Capability Brown 2016 Festival. As part of that we are going to
be the place where research collected for the CB300 project is stored for the future.
But that means we need the research and for that we need your help and expertise!
Kate Harwood is the central contact for CGT volunteers and we will work closely with
her to ensure that research submitted will be uploaded to Parks & Gardens UK. A few
pieces of research have already come in as well as some photographs. We hope this is
the calm before the storm as more research rolls steadily in this year. At the moment
you can search for Capability Brown on the website and see a complete list of all sites
attributed to him, but do you know about our Capability Brown Landscape of the
Month feature? Have you been reading our Articles from the experts about Capability
Brown? Don’t miss out on the opportunity to learn more about Mr Brown as we make
information available on our dedicated Capability Brown page (click on Projects in
the top menu to find it). We welcome contributions in the form of articles, further
reading lists or smaller newsletter pieces to include on this dedicated page. Please send
submissions to info@parksandgardens.org.
Come and visit the website and help us keep the momentum going!
Rachael Stamper, Project Manager August 2015
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The Quarr Abbey farm shop
with produce grown in the walled garden

